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Entry Contact Info

Melissa Cross - (605) 280-1767 

or (605) 295-4878

Owner and Trainer Account Funds will NOT be released until the week 

after the race meet concludes or until all test results are in for any horses 

that were tested.   

A $500 Jockey Bonus will be available for all Riders who have met the 

eligibility requirements at the conclusion of the 2026 VBA Race Meet. 

The SD Commission on Gaming will be available to begin providing various 

racing licenses that are required to participate in this race meet on October 

2nd at 8:30 a.m. CST at the Expo Center Meeting Room.   

You must have your 2025 SD License in hand to be eligible for a 2026 

license renewal or else it will be treated as a new application.

*Additional rules and modifications to existing VBA rules may be added 

to final copy of the 2026 VBA Condition Book at the discretion of the 

Executive Secretary of the SD Commission on Gaming.
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The Verendrye 
Benevolent Association 

would like to

for helping make the 
horse races a success 

every year.

Thank
you
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1. Only horses which have successfully completed at least one race within the last year at a
recognized Track or successfully completed two (2) timed works within the last six months
either or both of which must be recorded on Equibase, will be eligible to enter races offered
at this race meet.

2.  All horses competing at this race meet must be identified accurately by whichever means
is deemed necessary by the Track Identifier before saddling in the paddock area.  Any horse
which is not readily identifiable will not be allowed to compete at this race meet.  Final
discretion in these matters will be offered by the Track Identifier after consultation with the
Stewards.

3. All races in this condition book will be written for a weight of 128 pounds unless
otherwise specified or stated.

4. All races offered will be with SD Bred Preference unless otherwise specified in the
Race Conditions.  Certain races will be offered with High Weights as a secondary factor in
determining eligibility and will be clarified in the Race Conditions.  Accumulated earnings in
specified year(s) in condition will be considered when determining High Weight Preference.

5. No horse will be allowed to compete more than one time within a 48 hour time period
during this race meet.

6. Stalls available to all horses upon arrival at the Stanley County Fairgrounds beginning
September 28th, 2026.  Stall assignments will be offered in a cooperative manner under
the discretion of the Stall Manager after presentation of a current and legitimate
Certificate of Vet Inspection and Coggins.  No stall fee will be assessed but rather a $50
entrance fee will be assessed to all competing horses and paid to the VBA General
either by cash or bankable check and presented to the VBA Bookkeeper. The
Entrance Fee Cannot be combined in payment with Jock Mount of Other Fees.

7. Nomination Fees and Pass The Box Fees are Due at Time Of  Entry and need to be paid
to the VBA Bookkeeper.

8. It is strongly recommended by the SD State Veterinarian and the Track Veterinarians
that all horses be vaccinated for infectious diseases, specifically Equine Herpes Virus.  All
horses entering the Stanley County Fairgrounds must be accompanied by a Certificate of Vet
Inspection (CVI) from a licensed and accredited Veterinarian.  Proof of a negative Coggins
Test within the last twelve months and other relevant and important information must be
listed on the CVI.  An import permit number from the SD Animal Industry Board is required
if a horse is entering a state with active cases of Vesicular Stomatitis.  The CVI must be
current and issued within the last 10 Days of entry into the Stanley County Fairgrounds.
All CVI’s will be checked at the barn area by VBA Personnel that have received the proper
training from our Track Veterinarians in this area.  No horses will be allowed to unload
until this process has been completed.  If an inspection is needed you may contact our
Track Veterinarian, Murray Kettler at (605)222-0456 and arrange an appointment or contact
the Veterinarian of your choice. Horses will be allowed admittance to the Stanley County
Fairgrounds on Tuesday, September 30th, 2025.

Verendrye Benevolent Association 
Track Rules for 2026
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9. VBA will take entries for Saturday, October 3rd on Tuesday, September 29th. Entries
will be taken between the hours of 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM CST. Entries may be
submitted by contacting Melissa Cross at (605)280-1767.  The VBA is requesting that an
electronic photo of an entry registration document be submitted via text message to
Melissa. We understand that this is not an option for all but do believe it may
provide a bit of clarification in the entry process. ALL Papers for competing horses
MUST be in the Racing Office no later than 12:00 PM CST on the day the horse is
scheduled to compete. Failure to do so may result in a Scratch. VBA Officials will be
present to begin receiving registration papers on Monday, September 28th, 2026 at 10:00
AM CST. Prior to entry, all digital certificates are required to be assigned to: Fort Pierre
Race Track.

10. Officials of this VBA hosted race meet reserve the right to delay,
postpone, modify or cancel any or all races which they deem necessary in order to
preserve the safety of all involved due to adverse conditions.  If overnight “scratches”
result in a field of four (4) or less equine participants then in all likelihood that
entire race will be cancelled.

11. The decisions of the Racing Stewards, in all related matters, are final, while
entries are accepted only on the condition that all individuals entering/starting a horse in
a race agree to abide by the decisions of the Racing Stewards.

12. Any change in horse ownership within 48 hours of entries must be
approved by the Track Stewards.

13. Claiming Races.  For a claim to be viable it must be placed in the Claim Box prior
to the first horse with a rider aboard leaving the paddock area and entering the race track
for the race in which the claim is being made.  Funds to claim a horse MUST be Cash,
Cashiers Check or Certified Check.  These funds MUST be deposited into the
Owners Account that specifically and identically matches the name on the claim card.

14. All wins of all races will be recorded by the Racing Secretary on the
registration papers of race winning equine participants.

15. All Exercise Riders, Jockeys and Outriders must obtain a current 2026 SD
Racing License before entering the race track. All Exercise Riders, Jockeys, Outriders,
Gate Crew, Owners, Trainers, Grooms, Pari Mutual Workers, and Track Officials are
required to obtain a current 2026 SD Racing License to be in compliance with SDCG and
VBA Track Rules. You must have your 2025 SD Racing License in order to be eligible for
renewal in 2026 or it will be treated as a new application.

16. All Exercise Riders and Jockeys MUST Wear Flack Jackets and
Helmets while performing on the race track in any capacity.

Verendrye Benevolent Association 
Track Rules (continued)
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Fort Pierre
Day 1

Saturday, October 3, 2026
Enter Tuesday, September 29, 2026

SD Bred QH Futurity
Quarter Horse Futurity

Certified South Dakota Bred
FIRST RACE

1
Ó

Purse $16,500-Estimated. For Certified SD Bred Two Year Olds that Paid
$500 Nomination Fee Due at Time of Entry. Purse Includes $12,500 from
SD Bred Fund and 100% of Nomination Fees. Weight.......128 lbs.

TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY YARDS

Thoroughbred Maiden Allowance
SECOND RACE

2 Purse $5,000. (Includes $3,000 from SD Commission on Gaming
Revolving Fund)(Includes $2,000 from Verendrye Benevolent
Association) For Maidens, Three Years Old and Upward.
Three Year Olds 128 lbs. Older 128 lbs.

FIVE FURLONGS
VBA Open QH Futurity
Quarter Horse Futurity

THIRD RACE

3 Purse $15,000-Estimated. (Includes $3,000 from SD Commission on
Gaming Revolving Fund) (Includes $2,000 from Verendrye Benevolent
Association) For Two Year olds that Paid $1,250 Nomination Fee Due At
Time Of Entry. Purse Includes 100% of Nomination Fees.
Weight.......................128 lbs.

TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY YARDS
Thoroughbred Claiming

FOURTH RACE

4 Purse $6,000. (Includes $3,000 from SD Commission on Gaming
Revolving Fund)(Includes $3,000 from Verendrye Benevolent
Association) For Three Year Olds and Upward.
Three Year Olds 128 lbs. Older 128 lbs.
CLAIMING PRICE $5,000

FIVE FURLONGS
Quarter Horse Allowance

FIFTH RACE

5 Purse $8,000. (Includes $3,000 from SD Commission on Gaming
Revolving Fund)(Includes $3,000 from Verendrye Benevolent
Association) For Three Year Olds and Upward $250 Pass The Box Fee
Due at Time of Entry. Purse Includes 100% of Pass The Box Fees.
Three Year Olds 128 lbs. Older 128 lbs.

TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY YARDS
Fort Pierre Mile

Thoroughbred Allowance
SIXTH RACE

6 Purse $10,500. (Includes $2,500 from SD Commission on Gaming
Revolving Fund)(Includes $6,000 from Verendrye Benevolent
Association) For Three Year Olds and Upward $250 Pass The Box Fee
Due at Time of Entry. Purse Includes 100% of Pass The Box Fees.
Three Year Olds 128 lbs. Older 128 lbs.

ABOUT ONE MILE
Governor's Feature

Thoroughbred Allowance
SEVENTH RACE

7 Purse $8,000. (Includes $3,000 from SD Commission on Gaming
Revolving Fund)(Includes $3,000 from Verendrye Benevolent
Association) For Three Year Olds and Upward $250 Pass The Box Fee
Due at Time of Entry. Purse Includes 100% of Pass The Box Fees.
Three Year Olds 128 lbs. Older 128 lbs.

SIX AND ONE HALF FURLONGS
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Fort Pierre
Day 1

Saturday, October 3, 2026
Enter Tuesday, September 29, 2026

Thoroughbred Allowance
SUBSTITUTE RACE NO 1

S1 Purse $5,000. (Includes $2,500 from SD Commission on Gaming
Revolving Fund)(Includes $2,500 from Verendrye Benevolent
Association) For Three Year Olds and Upward NW2L.
Three Year Olds 128 lbs. Older 128 lbs.

FIVE FURLONGS
Thoroughbred Allowance

SUBSTITUTE RACE NO 2

S2 Purse $5,000. (Includes $2,500 from SD Commission on Gaming
Revolving Fund)(Includes $2,500 from Verendrye Benevolent
Association) For Three Year Olds and Upward NonWinners in 2026.
Three Year Olds 128 lbs. Older 128 lbs.

FIVE FURLONGS
Thoroughbred Claiming

SUBSTITUTE RACE NO 3

S3 Purse $5,000. (Includes $2,500 from SD Commission on Gaming
Revolving Fund)(Includes $2,500 from Verendrye Benevolent
Association) For Three Year Olds and Upward.
Three Year Olds 128 lbs. Older 128 lbs.
CLAIMING PRICE $7,500

FIVE FURLONGS
Thoroughbred Allowance

Fillies & Mares
SUBSTITUTE RACE NO 4

S4 Purse $8,000. (Includes $3,000 from SD Commission on Gaming
Revolving Fund)(Includes $3,000 from Verendrye Benevolent
Association) For Fillies And Mares Three Years Old and Upward $250
Pass The Box Fee Due at Time of Entry. Purse Includes 100% of Pass
The Box Fees.
Three Year Olds 128 lbs. Older 128 lbs.

FIVE FURLONGS
Thoroughbred Claiming

SUBSTITUTE RACE NO 5

S5 Purse $5,000. (Includes $2,500 from SD Commission on Gaming
Revolving Fund)(Includes $2,500 from Verendrye Benevolent
Association) For Three Year Olds and Upward.
Three Year Olds 128 lbs. Older 128 lbs.
CLAIMING PRICE $2,500

FIVE FURLONGS
VBA Open QH Derby
Quarter Horse Derby

SUBSTITUTE RACE NO 6

S6 Purse $10,000-Estimated. (Includes 100% from Nominations) (Includes
$2,000 from Verendrye Benevolent Association) $1,000 Nomination Fee
Due at Time of Entry.

TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY YARDS
SD Bred QH Derby

Quarter Horse Derby
Certified South Dakota Bred

SUBSTITUTE RACE NO 7

S7
Ó

Purse $10,000-Estimated. $500 Nomination Fee Due at Time of Entry.
Purse Includes $6,000 From SD Bred Fund and 100% of Nomination Fees.
Weight.......128 lbs.

TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY YARDS
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SOUTH DAKOTA COMMISSION ON GAMING 
RULES

Copies of the South Dakota Commission on Gaming racing rules may be requested 
at any time by calling (605) 578-3074 or emailing mark.heltzel@state.sd.us or they 

can also be found on our website at: 
https://dor.sd.gov/business/gaming/sd-commission-on-gaming.commission-on-gaming

Copies of the Association of Racing Commissioners International (ARCI), ARCI Con-
trolled Therapeutic Medication Schedule for Horses Version 4.2.1 dated December, 
2020 and Uniform Clarification Guidelines for Foreign Substances and 
Recommended Penalties Model Rule Version 19.1 dated December, 2025 from the 
ARCI website at www. arci.com free of charge.
Copies of the South Dakota Commission on Gaming rules and regulations for horse 
racing, ARCI Controlled Therapeutic Medication Schedule for Horses Version 4.2.1 
dated December 2020 and Uniform Clarification Guidelines for Foreign Substances 
and Recommended Penalties Model Rule version 19.1 dated December, 2025 will be 
avail-able starting October 2, 2025 at the South Dakota Commission on Gaming 
Licensing and Stewards office located at the in the Stanley County Expo Center at 
the Stanley county fairgrounds.
The following rules regarding medications and penalties were amended or added in 
June of 2026 and will become effective in August / September of 2026: 
20:04:27:12. Penalty for medication violations. If a urine, saliva, or blood specimen 
taken under the supervision of the commission veterinarian from a horse entered in a 
race, is analyzed by the official chemist and indicates the presence of a drug, chemical, 
medicine, analgesic, or injectable, which is not specifically authorized by these rules 
or is authorized but detected at a threshold in excess of the thresholds stated in the As-
sociation of Racing Commissioners International Controlled Therapeutic Medication 
Schedule for Horses Version 4.2.1 dated December, 2020, or the Uniform Clarification 
Guidelines for Foreign Substances and Recommended Penalties Model Rule Version 
19.1 dated December, 2025, any of the following penalties may be imposed:

(1.) The purse for the race is redistributed;
(2.) A track record established by the horse in the race is declared void;
(3.) The trainer of the horse is fined up to five hundred dollars, is suspended, has 

the trainer’s license revoked, or any combination of these penalties;
(4.) A horse which has had a positive test for an illegal substance or an illegal 

amount of substance may be suspended from racing for a period equal to 
any suspension given to the horse’s trainer or owner-trainer for the same 
incident; and

(5.) In a claiming race, if a claimed horse has a positive test, the stewards at their 
discretion may void the claim.

Each time a trainer or an owner-trainer has been fined or suspended in South Dakota 
or any other racing jurisdiction for violation of rules prohibiting the use of illegal 
substances or regulating the use of controlled therapeutic medications constitutes an 
offense. 
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Source: 5 SDR 87, effective April 15, 1979; 6 SDR 77, effective February 3, 1980; 
7 SDR 70, effective January 27, 1981;8 SDR 94, effective February 14, 1982; trans­
ferred from§ 20:04:05:20, 9 SDR 122, effective March 31, 1983; 11 SDR 177, effec­
tive July 2, 1985; 12 SDR 108, effective January 8, 1986; 12 SDR 151, 12 SDR 155, 
effective July 1, 1986; 17 SDR 113, effective February 5, 1991; 23 SDR 126, effective 
February 13, 1997; 33 SDR 63, effective October 18, 2006; 38 SDR 101, effective 
December 5, 2011; 43 SDR 150, effective June 1, 2017; 49 SDR 9, effective August 9, 
2022; 50 SDR 15, effective August 13, 2023; 51 SDR 16, effective August 18, 2024. 

General Authority: SDCL 42-7-56(4)(13), �2-7-96. 

Law Implemented: SDCL 42-7-67, 42-7-96. 

Reference: Association of Racing Commissioners International (ARCI), ARCI Con­
trolled Therapeutic Medication Schedule for Horses Version 4.2.1 dated December, 
2020, and Uniform Clarification Guidelines for Foreign Substances and Recommend­
ed Penalties Model Rule Version 19.1 dated December, 2025. Copies of both 
documents may be obtained from the ARCI website at www.arci.com free of charge. 

20:04:27:13.13. Maximum threshold for Phenylbutazone. The maximum autho­
rized threshold for Phenylbutazone, otherwise known as bute, is 2.0 micrograms per 
milliliter of plasma or serum when administered in accordance with Controlled Ther­
apeutic Medication Schedule Version 4.2.1 dated December, 2020 and§ 20:04:27: 14. 

Source: 50 SDR 15, effective August 13, 2023; 51 SDR 16, effective August 18, 2024. 

General Authority: SDCL 42-7-56(4). 

Law Implemented: SDCL 42-7-47. 

Reference: Association of Racing Commissioners International (ARCI), ARCI Con­
trolled Therapeutic Medication Schedule for Horses Version 4.2.1 dated December, 
2020. A copy may be obtained from the ARCI website at www.arci.com free of charge. 

20:04:27:14. Restrictions on use of authorized medications. Therapeutic medica­
tions authorized by the Association of Racing Commissioners International Controlled 
Therapeutic Medication Schedule for Horses Version 4.2.1 dated December, 2020, 
and the Uniform Clarification Guidelines for Foreign Substances and Recommended 
Penalties Model Rule Version 19.1 dated Qecember, 2025, may only be used under 
the following conditions: 

(1.) Only a licensed veterinarian may administer a medication in injectable form; 

(2.) A trainer may administer a medication other than with an injection if a veter­
inarian licensed by this state or another racing jurisdiction has prescribed or 
approved the use of the medication; 

(3.) Medications, except furosemide ai1d phenylbutazone, may not be adminis­
tered to a horse on the day the horse is scheduled to run; 

( 4.) A veterinarian administering furosemide shall submit a written report to the 
commission veterinarian or the state steward on forms provided by the com­
mission. The use of furosemide or phenylbutazone must be declared at the 
time of entry. Failure to submit the report may subject the veterinarian and 
the trainer of the horse involved to disciplinary actions by the stewards or 
the commission; 
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(5.) A horse may be tested if it is noted on the veterinarian list as using an au-
thorized medication but is suspected to be racing without that medication. 
If a urine or blood sample from the horse fails to disclose the presence of 
furosemide or phenylbutazone, the horse and its trainer may be subject to 
disciplinary actions by the stewards or the commission;

(6.) For a horse being shipped into a licensed track in this state, a report from a 
licensed veterinarian of another racing jurisdiction certifying that the horse 
has been treated with an authorized medication in accordance with the pro-
visions of this section may be accepted by the stewards. The report must be 
filed with the presiding steward or the commission veterinarian before 10:00 
a.m. on the day of the race; and

(7.) Notice of use of furosemide or phenylbutazone must be given to the public.
Source: 4 SDR 85, effective June 15, 1978; 5 SDR 87, effective April 15, 1979; 6 SDR 
77, effective February 3, 1980; transferred from § 20:04:05:37, 9 SDR 122, effective 
March 31, 1983; 12 SDR 151, 12 SDR 155, effective July 1, 1986; 16 SDR 129, effec-
tive February 4, 1990; 17 SDR 113, effective February 5, 1991; 21 SDR 98, effective 
November 30, 1994; 37 SDR 70, effective October 20, 2010; 43 SDR 150, effective 
June 1, 2017; 49 SDR 9, effective August 9, 2022; 50 SDR 15, effective August 13, 
2023; 51 SDR 16, effective August 18, 2024.
General Authority: SDCL 42-7-56(4).
Law Implemented: SDCL 42-7-47.
Reference: Association of Racing Commissioners International (ARCI), ARCI Con-
trolled Therapeutic Medication Schedule for Horses Version 4.2.1 dated December, 
2020 and Uniform Clarification Guidelines for Foreign Substances and 
Recommended Penalties Model Rule Version 19.1 dated December, 2025. Copies of 
both documents may be obtained from the ARCI website at www.arci.com free of 
charge.

10



1311



1412



1513



1614



1715



1816



1917



2018



2119



22

2026 Fort Pierre Horse Racing Officials 

General Manager: Shane Kramme 
PO Box 426 
Ft. Pierre, SD 57532 
(605) 280-0213

Assistant Manager: Scott Hoyt 
Harrold, SD 
(605) 220-1546

Racing Secretary: Melissa Cross 
Pierre, SD 
(605) 295-4878

Presiding Steward: Larry Eliason 
Pierre, SD 

State Steward: Brandon Snyder 
Spearfish, SD 

Track Steward: James Pettie 
Bottineau, ND 

Starter: Shane Kramme 

Entries: Melissa Cross 
(605) 295-4878
(605) 280-1767
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